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The capitalist m
odel whose center of gravity is in the U

.S. and in the northern hem
isphere, has generated a resources’ depauperation. A

 m
odel that has 

transform
ed “Europe as a territorial zipper and the M

editerranean area as a sim
ple connector. The crisis we are passing trough is not just econom

ic or 
productive and social but is, overall, the crisis of a cultural system

 and of a consequential planned system
 for the future [...] The challenge in front of us, is to 

oppose to the m
ad core of the turbo-capitalism

 that has produced a flat and always sim
ilar architecture and transgenic cities [...] the strength of a responsible 

and networking planning of the M
editerranean area. […] From

 South as m
ain centre of the project and from

 Sicily  it radiates a powerful energy of renewal. 
[…] will be entirely involved in the “project for the future”  that the M

editerranean com
m

unities are willing to accom
plish, in a renewed pact between the city 

and the territory, the environm
ent and the landscape.” (M

aurizio C
arta, M

editerraneo_Liquid Project)
W

e can build a new developm
ent’s m

odel, with new values. Sicily (and South) is taken as the hub of a new art’s developm
ent, the nerve center of econom

ic, 
politic, social and creative growth. It has its roots in a m

eeting of cultures.
The last fifty years, Sicily, m

aking an attem
pt to produce a renewed contem

porary art, has produced m
ore than 160

 works left unfinished. They are signs of 
a collective m

em
ory that are waiting a new definition and m

eaning in the sicilian landscape.

W
e’ll build together a new m

odel of creative developm
ent, with the self-construction of an “object to live” inside an “Incom

piuto 
Siciliano”. W

e’ll research together m
aterials, techniques and construction m

ethods for the realization and the construction of 
the final installation.
A

ll 30
 participants will have the opportunity to cooperate in building a unique work. It will m

ade up of their own artistic 
contributions and it will live trough their various sim

ultaneous perform
ances.

The workshop will take place around the building site of C
A

SA
 4, and the field will host the laboratory of the creative team

 work. 
A

n “Incom
piuto Siciliano” will be part and scenario of the ephem

eral installation.
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Everything is ephem
eral, because everything is subjected to the flow 

and transform
ation of the life. B

uildings, all form
s of artworks, sculptures, 

paintings, m
usic, theater, m

ovies ... The ephem
eral is conceived as the link 

between the contem
porary arts. Its transform

ative perform
ance is related to 

the transform
ation of m

aterials, their origins, application, cycle of life, death, 
recycling ... the ephem

eral is able to be a new experim
ental paradigm

 for 
sustainable developm

ent.
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The value of the interaction between arts is strongly related to the dialogue 
between cultures.
W

e do not need selective and rigid categories of arts and of cultures and 
we want to explore the richness of the com

bined value of arts and cultures 
working together. They’ll operate sim

ultaneously, they won’t have lim
its or 

boundaries and they’ll cooperate at a new equal culture of m
aking.

O
n the footsteps of W

aterm
ill C

enter Laboratory founded by B
ob 

W
ilson, we learn the m

iraculous developing of global network transcending 
age, experience, social, religious and cultural backgrounds.
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EPHEMERAL 2010 GADGETS: ARCHI•giana

GRAPHIC DESIGN: André Macedo
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WELCOME + KICK OFF LECTURES 
The morning of 10th of September 2010 the works of the EAC 2010 have been opened at the Complesso Monumentale San Pietro by the welcome of 

the Mayor of Marsala Renzo Carini. The Mayor announced that the workshop will happen in Marsala every year and that will be supported by the 

Municipality to get every year better results.

Francesco Ducato/Stardust* and Ignasi Perez Arnal/Elisava directors of the EAC 2010 introduced the workshop in two lectures.

Ignasi  explained the point of view of the International school of Design Elisava that proposed to Stardust* to do a project in Sicily and Francesco 

detailed about the origins of the concept Ephemeral Arts Connection.

Bea Goller created in her lecture “Ephemeral Architecture” has been explaining the  importance of the ephemeral related with the contemporary 

architecture. 

She used several examples of her own works, the projects with Yago Conde and some output of her classes to show different ways in which the ephemeral 

can be interpreted during the creative process. Her lecture started the works of the EAC 2010.

Giacomo Di Girolamo gave a lecture in two parts about the ”The difficult story of Monumento ai Mille”. The first part at the Complesso Monumentale 

S.Pietro dedicated to the story of the monument trying to read it from the point of view of the contemporary society. The second part at the Monumento 

ai Mille reflecting together with the audience about the possibilities of development of the unfinished building.

















Visits
During the first days of the EAC 2010 we had in program some visits to prepare and help the 
creative work.

9/9/2010_ The first visit was to the city of Marsala. It started at the Stagnone in front of 
the famous saltworks. The second step of the visit was the Archeological Museum at the 
Baglio Anselmi where the participants had the possibility to see the Punic Ship  and  to know 
more about the many different civilizations that have left their signs in Marsala. Serena 
Del Puglia/Stardust* guided the visit explaining the history of Marsala and the influence 
of it in the contemporary society. Many inspirations have been taken by this first day visit

10/9/2010_The first “official” day of the workshop after the welcome of the Mayor and the 
introduction lectures the second part of the lecture by Giacomo Di Girolamo was at the 
Monumento ai Mille it was the first contact of the participants with the site of the EAC 
2010 project.

11/9/2010_In the morning of  the second day happened the visit to Gibellina guided by Lucy 
Giuliano (Architect). The first step of the visit was the Cretto by Alberto Burri the biggest 
land art realized project in Europe. The second step was the fondazione Orestiadi Onlus 
where the important collection of mediterranean art (also contemporary) was very 
inspiring for the works. The thirst step was the Civic Museum of Contemporary Art in the 
New Gibellina very intresting for the collection of models, drawings and artworks related 
to the project of the New Gibellina by many important contemporary artist and architects. 
The visit ended with a visit to the main buildings and artworks to the New Gibellina.

13/9/2010_The last visit was to Giarre defined by Incompiuto Siciliano (guide of the visit) 
capital of the phenomenon of the Sicilian Incompletion (unfinished public buildings). 
Incompiuto Siciliano is a project by Alterazioni Video, Enrico Sgarbi and Claudia D’Aita and 
was selected to be part of  the 2010 Venice Biennale of Architecture. We visited the main 
unfinished buildings in Giarre as a part of the Tour at the Park of of the Incompletion. The 
Tour was realized for the first time during the Festival of the Sicilian Incompletion the 2,3, 
4 of July 2010. This last visit was very inspiring for the creative work at the Monumento 
ai Mille and influenced the reflection around the continuity of the Ephemeral Arts 
Connection 2010 after the 10 days of the workshop. 

































Lab*
The LAB* at the Casa 4 was divided in:

PART 01_10-11-12/09/2010: introduction and brain storming based on the visits and 
the lectures by the Tutors and serveral invited professionals and artists. Sketches, 
physical and 3D models, videos, photos, general concepts for the performance and 
the installation

PART 02_13-14-15-16-17/09/2010: After the general meeting to choose the project 
to build, the work has been divided and everybody has been working with different 
methods and tools to define more and more the project. The digital tools have been 
used with much more details until the final design. A detailed storyboard of the 
performance has been created. A mock up of the Monumento has been done in the 
field and the installation with the nasse was tested on it before been transported to 
the real Monumento ai Mille. The first tests for the lighting, the interaction with the 
nasse and rehearsals for the performance started in the LAB*.





















































The digital design process
The digital tools have been very important for the development of the project. The main digital tools used have been: 1. Rhino 4.0 2. 
Grasshopper for Rhino 3. 3D Studio Max 4. Autodesk Ecotect Analysis .























Painting
A painting of 9×5.5 meters for the prow of the Monumento ai Mille was created during the days f 
the workshop. The process of painting was direced by the painters from Marsala Giovanna Lentini 
and Carlo Pavia but everybody contributed somehow also to this creative work. The painting is ab-
stract but is inspired on the colors and shapes of the performance and the installation of nasse.



















































Making of installation

























Making of performance

































Opening 

After the rehearsal with the “Unfinished sound” by Akkura the lectures by Tiziano Di Cara/
Expa and Maurizio Carta (Architect and Urban Planner, Councillor of the Historical Center 
of Palermo) the EAC 2010 delivered to the Mayor of Marsala a board with the process of the 
workshop and the strategy for the new position of the installation after the conclusion of the 
works for the new Monumento ai Mille, the gift by the EAC 2010 to the city of Marsala has been 
the installation of nasse and the painting in the prow of the monument.
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There is a new
 generation of journalists, artists, architects, researchers in Italy. They are not the 

children of the econom
ic “boom

”, they are the children of the children of the “boom
”. B

orn 
betw

een the ‘70 and ‘80 they received from
 their parents a C

ountry w
ith one of the m

ost high 
public debt in the w

orld, a blocked social system
 in w

hich doesn’t exist generational replacem
ent 

and a landscape and a territory destroyed by little and big abuses.
In Italy for exam

ple there are 395 unfinished public buildings: sw
im

m
ing poolS, barracks, 

schools, m
onum

ents under construction since the m
ists of tim

e and never com
pleted due to the 

m
ost different reasons.

The artists’s collective A
lterazioni V

ideo has tried to create a m
ap of this Italy of the 

“Incom
pletion”.  

©
 A

lterazioni V
ideo

A
rticle by G

iacom
o di G

irolam
o, journalist.

Sicilian Incom
pletion (or U

nfinished?) 
and the “project of future”. 

A
 dot for every unfinished building on the geographical m

ap of our boot. Few
 dots on the north, 

m
ore and m

ore dots going to the south. A
ll the w

ay dow
n, Sicily. It deserves a special attention. 

In Sicily the “Incom
pletion”, the provisory, becam

e an ordinary elem
ent of the landscape. There 

is not a village in the island w
ithout its nice unfinished building in reinforced concrete.

In the past fifty years Sicily produced m
ore than 160 unfinished buildings.

Specially in G
iarre, a little city on the volcano Etna’s slopes, close to C

atania, there are 12 
unfinished buildings. The list is im

pressive: the R
egional sw

im
m

ing-pool, the M
ulti-functional 

H
all, the Flow

er M
arket, the R

adio-controlled toy car truck, the O
ld People’s H

om
e, the C

hico 
M

endes Park w
ith its “children city”…

and the M
unicipal Theater w

ith its alm
ost 60 years. A

nd 
also that giant polo filed that overlook the city. Every building has its ow

n history: som
e of them

 
have been abandoned before the end of the w

orks due to the bankruptcy of the construction 
com

pany; others have still building-sites ongoing since m
any years ago. 



G
iarre - Polo stadium

 ©
 G

abriele Basilico per A
lterazioni Video

G
iarre - Regional sw

im
m

ing-pool ©
 G

abriele Basilico per A
lterazioni Video



“W
e could do a truistic path” thought A

lterazioni V
ideo. A

nd they did it. The project that aim
 

to do of G
iarre the “archaeologic park of the Sicilian Incom

pletion” w
ill be presented during 

the Festival of the Incom
pletion that w

ill have place in G
iarre from

 the 2nd to the 5th of July. 
Three days in w

hich artists, architects, journalists, w
ill dialogue about the incom

pletions w
ith 

w
orkshops, debates and installations.

A
rt w

orks inspired to the style of the incom
pletion, w

ill be placed all around in the city and an 
exhibition distributed on the territory w

ill be installed on the architectural park projected during 
a w

orkshop directed by the architect M
arco N

avarra.
In the discovery of the beauties of the incom

pletion the visitors w
ill be accom

panied, by som
e 

sicilian w
riters and artists invited as guides to tell about this places.

“A
lterazioni video”, integrated by Paololuca B

arbieri M
archi, A

lberto C
affarelli, M

atteo 
Erenbourg, A

ndrea M
asu, G

iacom
o Porfiri, started playing: “W

e w
here having a w

alk around 
Sicily - tells M

asu - and our attention w
as attracted by the several  incom

plete buildings, building 
sites opened and never closed. Specially G

iarre surprised us for the concentration of incom
plete 

buildings”. From
 this first observation the idea of creating a m

ap of Sicily and Italy m
ade by 

research on the cadastre and  thanks to m
any online contributes. 

For A
lterazioni V

ideo the Sicilian Incom
pletion is actually a real architectural style, the m

ost 
relevant from

 the Second W
orld W

ar until today. They w
ill bring it to the Venice B

iennale of 
A

rchitecture this year.

G
iarre - C

hico M
endes Park ©

 G
abriele B

asilico per A
lterazioni V

ideo



A
s they w

rite in their M
anifesto, it is a “project of rereading of the italian landscape that aim

s to 
overturn the perception w

e have of the uncom
pleted public buildings until declare their dignity 

as art-w
orks and transform

 them
 in a econom

ical resource”. A
nd also “the Sicilian incom

pletion 
is the key to interpret public-sector architecture in Italy since the Second W

orld W
ar”.

B
ut the creativity of A

lterazioni V
ideo is not isolated. O

n the other side of Sicily, in M
arsala, 

in Septem
ber w

ill take place an international w
orkshop that w

ill have as them
e the ephem

eral.  
The approach is quite different from

 the idea of the Park of the Sicilian Incom
pletion but the 

unfinished buildings of Sicily have inspired also this idea. Francesco D
ucato - one of the creators 

of the w
orkshop and director of the office Stardust* - explains that “the idea is to use the concept 

of “not finished” in a positive w
ay as one of the elem

ents that could represent the renew
ing of the 

contem
porary architecture in Sicily and not only”. 

A
nd w

ith this idea Francesco D
ucato did the project of the C

asa 4, a fam
ily house in the countryside 

of M
arsala that is a reinterpretation in positive term

s of the Sicilian Incom
pletion, w

orking on 
an open program

, sensitive to the transform
ation of the tim

e. “The C
asa 4 - explains D

ucato - is 
conceived as an ephem

eral (tem
porary) architecture. Typology, functions and m

aterials have been 
thought taking in consideration their transform

ation and their re-use. The C
asa 4 is “unfinished” 

because can grow
 and becom

e som
ething different. A

nd this is a very im
portant idea to do an 

architecture m
uch m

ore sustainable and related to the needs of the contem
porary society”. 

G
iarre - Teatro nuovo ©

 G
abriele B

asilico per A
lterazioni V

ideo



C
asa 4 ©

 C
arla A

thayde



The C
asa 4 is considered one of the m

ost relevant projects of contem
porary architecture realized 

by young em
ergent sicilian architects. H

as been published and exposed in several italian and 
international context. In 2007 the project has been selected for the exhibition “Italian Style” 
in C

hicago and in 2010 has been part of the exhibition “SiciliaO
landa 2.0” together w

ith other 
9 projects from

 young sicilian architects and 4 projects of young architects form
 N

etherlands 
selected by the N

A
I (N

etherlands A
rchitecture Institute). In this exhibition m

et for first tim
e the 

project “Sicilian Incom
pletion” from

 A
lterazioni V

ideo and the C
asa 4 that in tw

o different but 
parallel w

ays w
ork on the idea of “incom

pletion” and “unfinished” during the last years.
The Ephem

eral A
rts C

onnection_International W
orkshop in Sicily w

ill involve 30 artists that 
w

ill conceive and realize an ephem
eral art w

ork and a perform
ance inside a sicilian unfinished 

building. The w
orkshop is open to researcher, architects, photographers, designers, students and 

artist of all the disciplines that w
ill explore a new

 m
odel of developm

ent through the ephem
eral. 

“This places - continues D
ucato about the unfinished buildings - can becom

e new
 cultural and 

econom
ical engines for the territory if they are used for the arts and if w

e are able to learn from
 

them
 w

hen w
e do projects of contem

porary architecture”. 
The laboratory of the Ephem

eral 2010 w
ill take place around the C

asa 4 building-site to establish 
a relation betw

een the new
 architecture, the sicilian incom

pletion and the ephem
eral arts.

The w
orkshop is organized by the  “Elisava - Superior School of D

esign” (B
arcelona, Spain) 

and the international office Stardust* w
hich involved on the project the W

aterm
ill C

enter di 
N

ew
 York founded by R

obert W
ilson, the M

unicipality of M
arsala, the U

niversity of Palerm
o 

(Italy), the A
rt A

ccadem
y A

badir (Italy), the A
IU

 (A
rab International U

niversity - Syria), M
A

G
_

LA
B

 (M
aterials A

dvanced A
rchitecture G

enerative Laboratory - Syria). The Ebdaat M
agazine is 

sponsor of the event.

C
asa 4 ©

 C
arla A

thayde



Looking  on the catalog of the unfinished buildings 
in Italy there is one, right in M

arsala, that is 
exem

plar of the italian situation, also because its 
history is as long as the history of the C

ountry: 
150 years. M

aybe for that it is the m
ost im

portant 
“Sicilian Incom

pletion”.
M

arsala in the extrem
e w

estern tip of Sicily, 
becam

e fam
ous all around the w

orld thanks to 
G

aribaldi. H
e cam

e from
 the sea w

ith 1000 soldiers 
and, landing in M

arsala,  started his m
arch tow

ards 
the north, unifying Italy. H

is m
onum

ent could be 
the sym

bolic place of the U
nity of Italy and instead 

of that, after 150 years, still the city has not been 
able to project and com

plete a m
onum

ent w
orthy of 

the im
portance of that event.  The editors of w

w
w

.
m

arsal.it and R
m

c 101, the radio in the R
egion 

of Trapani, have been w
orking on this issue and 

produced the investigation w
ith the significative 

title “N
o m

ore 1000 - The landing of G
aribaldi in 

M
arsala: history of a m

onum
ent never born, of a 

C
asa 4 ©

 C
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denied m
em

ory”. G
iacom

o D
i G

irolam
o, A

ntonella G
enna, Francesco Tim

o, asked to the lectors 
and the radio-listeners to participate to the construction of an exercise of collective m

em
ory 

about the history of this m
issed m

onum
ent. M

any have been the contributes and the photos, the 
testim

onies and the docum
ents sent to the editorial office and the three journalists have built an 

exhilarating (and sour) gallery of acts, said w
ords and prom

ulgate low
s, new

spapers articles, 
letters and appeals from

 the inauguration of the first com
m

em
orative colum

n (w
ith the involuntary 

com
ic w

ording after 150 years “w
aiting for a w

orthy m
onum

ent”) until the final apotheosis w
ith 

the m
ega building-site inaugurated by the prim

e m
inister (at that tim

e) B
ettino C

raxi in the 1986, 
blocked som

e year later, because w
as illegal. The corpse m

ade out of concrete of that abort - 
involuntary celebration of the sicilian incom

pletion - is still show
ed in the seafront of M

arsala.
In its little history the em

pty sim
ulacrum

 of the G
aribaldi’s M

onum
ent to his “1000” (soldiers) 

in M
arsala is the oblivion of our nation, m

etaphor of w
hat the w

riter R
oberto A

lajm
o calls “great 

italian collapse of these years”. 

B
ut as M

aurizio C
arta w

rites in the article “M
editerranean, the liquid project” on the catalogue of 

the exhibition  SiciliaO
landa 2.0  “Sicily em

anates a pow
erful energy of renovation […

] through 
a “project of future” that the M

editerranean cultures aim
 to follow

 in a renew
ed pact w

ith the city 
and the territory, w

ith the environm
ent and the landscape”. The actions and reflection around the 

“Sicilian Incom
pletion” (or U

nfinished?) in all its different form
s are for sure a very im

portant 
elem

ent of this “project of future”. 

M
onum

eto ai M
ille - G

aribaldi’s M
onum

ent - M
arsala ©

 Sergio O
liva















Ephemeral Continues
After a workshop involving an international group of close-friends – they came even from Damasco and Oslo to reopen the 
incomplete Monument in Marsala -,a very good piece of news is that, in all likelihood, the incomplete huge Monument, which was 
created to celebrate the Unification of Italy, will be livened up by some exhibitions and some events till the works to complete 
it  won’t start…
Trying to put all that into action, the Stardust* Architects and  Sole e Luna’s owner (a bar in front of the Monument), hasten to 
advertise the project and keep the Monument clean and accessible for visitors.
Anyway, even if at this incomplete stage, its architecture is still fascinating…

By Valentina Ciuffi, Abitare.it 29-09-2010 




